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perfect  baseFIND YOUR We guide you through the foundation maze towards complexion perfection…

WHAT’S YOUR BIGGEST 	   BUGBEAR WITH FOUNDATION? 

NOTHING, I’M 
A FOUNDATION 

DEVOTEE

IT SLIPS  
OFF BY 

LUNCHTIME 

IT LOOKS 
CAKEY

IT SHOWS  
UP MY  

FINE LINES

IT DOESN’T GIVE 
ENOUGH 

COVERAGE

I’M 
HOPELESS  

AT BLENDING

I CAN’T FIND A 
DARK ENOUGH 

SHADE

And 
acne-

prone?

You need a 
long-lasting 
all-rounder 

with medium 
coverage

Don’t long-wear 
foundations feel  

a bit heavy?

 Or try 
this total 
bargain

Oxygenetix 
Acne Control 
Oxygenating 
Foundation, £52, 
is clinically 
proven to both 
conceal and heal 
your skin. Pricey, 
but worth it.

Forget your powder 
prejudice: Bobbi Brown 
Skin Weightless Powder 
Foundation, £33, comes 
in 20 shades and wears 
flawlessly.

Clarins 
Everlasting 
Foundation + 
SPF15, £27.50

Revlon Colorstay Makeup 
Combination/Oily Skin, 
£12.49, is brilliantly 
natural-looking and adjusts 
to skin’s changing oil levels.

Elizabeth 
Arden 
Flawless Finish 
Perfectly Satin 
24hr, £29, 
mops up oil 
throughout  
the day.

Rimmel 
London 
Lasting 
Finish 25hr 
Foundation, 
£7.99

Bourjois Healthy  
Mix Foundation, 
£9.99, has added 
fruit extracts to make 
your skin zing!

Yes

RMK Creamy 
Foundation N, 
£36, is packed 
with plant oils 
for day-long 
dewiness.

Guerlain 
Météorites Baby 
Glow, £35.50, 
lights up tired, 
stressed skin –  
and smells divine.

Anything 
cheaper?

By Terry Terrybly 
Anti-Wrinkle Serum 
Foundation, £75, 
leaves skin looking 
fit and firm.

Dolce & Gabbana 
Perfect Reveal Lift 
Foundation, £48, 
has gold silk extract 
to turn back time.

Kiko Unlimited 
Foundation, £13.90, 
has some clever 
wrinkle-blurring tech.

I could do 
with a little 
firming too

Bareminerals Bareskin 
Serum Foundation, £26, 
has a pretty cool real-skin 
feel – just try it.

Do you usually 
wear BB 

cream/tinted 
moisturiser or 
nothing at all?

Try the genius Lancôme 
Miracle Cushion, £29.50, 
which feels invisible on skin.

Nothing

Topshop The 
Foundation, £16, 
contains skintone-
adjusting pigments 
to make blending 
an absolute cinch.

Smashbox Photo 
Filter Powder 
Foundation, £29, 
has built-in light 
reflectors that act 
like your fave 
Instagram filter.

Mac Studio Fix 
Fluid, £21.50, is 
the professionals’ 
choice – it’s hard 
to beat.

Clinique Beyond 
Perfecting Foundation 
+ Concealer, £25, 
delivers full coverage 
without the weight.

Just make 
me look 
all-round 

even hotter

EX1 Invisiwear Liquid 
Foundation, £10.50, 
was specifically 
designed for darker 
skintones. ›

Burberry Fresh Glow 
Foundation, £35, is 
a hit with makeup 
artists for its excellent 
choice of shades.

Too 
pricey?

Awesome! Your 
does-everything, 
love-forever 
foundation is 
Diorskin Star 
Foundation, £32.

IT DOESN’T 
LOOK NATURAL 

ENOUGH

Are you willing to 
invest in a kick-ass, 

wrinkle-busting 
wonder? 

No, but it 
needs a bit 
more glow

Yes

Yes

No

Hell, 
yeah!

Not these days. Nars
All Day Luminous 
Foundation, £33, is 
especially feather-light.

Is your  
skin 
oily?

Nah, I just 
want to 

hide stuff

BB

Pores

Blemishes and 
discolouration

What do 
you want 
to hide?

Not 
really

START 
HERE

I HATE THE 
FEEL OF IT

Do you 
have dry 

skin? 

Just a 
little bit
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1 Apply under-eye concealer 
first. This should mean you 

need less foundation all over 
than you thought.

2 Foundation sticks are 
brilliant. Just add a few 

swipes across your chin, cheeks 
and forehead and blend 
quickly with your fingertips 
for on-the-go beauty.

3 For liquids, use a flat 
foundation brush. Start 

at the centre of your face 
and blend outwards. You 

don’t need to blend right 
to the jawline unless you 
have imperfections.

4 For powders, use a small 
brush to get into all the 

crevices and around your nose. 
Then use a sponge (they often 
come with powder 
foundations) 
in a smooth, 
patting motion 
for extra 
coverage where 
you need it. ◆

DECIDE YOURundertone

LIKE A pro

Zoeva 
Foundation/ 

Concealer 
Brush, £11 B
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Bobbi Brown pro artist Hannah Martin 
shares her rules for a flawless base…

Pick two or three shades 
that look like the best 

contenders. Draw a stripe 
of each on your upper 

jawline – the right one will 
seem to disappear into your 

skin. Do this in daylight 
or by a window if you can. 
Ideally, get a sample to try 
at home – the best test is 
in the morning, all over, 

on a clean face! 

shade
CHOOSE 

YOUR

Blue  
and purple 

YOU HAVE A
COOL 

UNDERTONE

BRUSH OR FINGERS?
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Many brands, 
including L’Oréal 
Paris, Mac and Bobbi 
Brown, group their 
foundations 
according to 
undertones, which 
can help you zero 
in on your most 
flattering shade. 
Here’s the trick: 

LOOK AT  
THE VEINS ON  
YOUR WRISTS.  
WHAT COLOUR 

ARE THEY 
MOSTLY?

Finally,
apply

A mix  
of both

YOU HAVE A  
NEUTRAL  

UNDERTONE

Green

YOU HAVE A 
WARM 

UNDERTONE
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